Vithin varions t's not often that you have the opportunity to relive
Hiﬁsh?n%ts fiat [ |a piece of history; especially when it involves jump- |
ing from a 65-year-old Second World War aircraft,
served at Arnkem there complete with bullet holes! Last September, a col-
. league from the RDF and I, along with others from
were about 400 ;_ many parts of the world, experienced this unique
iristimen of all ranks . insight into military history when we marked the
ail of . 62nd anniversary of the Battle of Arnhem by jumping
from pﬂﬂ . into the original 1944 drop zone (DZ).
reland  The Battle of Arnhem (September 17th-
I - These fen | 26th 1944) was part of Operation ‘Market
were all volunteers | Garden', which was planned by General
from different reli- | Montgomery, who incidentally hailed
. from Co Donegal. The objective was for
gions and backgrounds | 1st British Airborne Division to seize
and most, fike my | the road and rail bridges over the Rhine f
wh | at Arnhem to allow the British 30th
grandfather, who | Corps to advance into Germany, cut the
served asacaptainin | -Gi:“? ::rm)r;is sug:;ljes fng‘l fgﬁtgrties
| in the Ruhr and end the war by Christmas,
the Rﬂﬂl ﬂﬂmﬂﬂ, had 1st Airborne Division consisted mainly of
joined the ranks for troops of the British Parachute Regiment along with
support units and the Polish Parachute Brigade.
IHII‘E!T moral reasons, Within the various British units that served at
seiflessly putting Arnhem there were about 400 Irishmen of all ranks
" from all parts of Ireland. These men were all vol-
mmt?:::!:::m § unteers from different religions and back-
Way Irope  grounds and most, like my grandfather,
from the grasp of who served as a captain in the Royal -
Artillery, had joined the ranks for pure-
Mazism. ly moral reasons, selflessly putting

- themselves in harm's way to liberate Europe from the

grasp of Nazism. Many paid the ultimate price, and
we young Irish people owe them a great deal for this.
The British operations at Arnhem were hampered
by the fact that not all of the troops could be dropped
in the one day and many were also dropped too far
from their objectives. In addition, the widespread
forests in the area reduced the effectiveness of the
troops' radios. Also, the German commanders react-
ed quickly and occupied the supply dropping zones,
It took three days to drop all 10,000 men. Five days
into the battle when the Polish Parachute Brigade
dropped things were not going as planned. Dutch
Resistance intelligence had been ignored and it only
became apparent during the fighting that the British
and Polish forces had dropped on two elite SS panzer
divisions refitting after the battles in Normandy.
Other elements of '‘Market Garden' were also stalled
south of the Rhine, preventing relief of the encircled
Allied forces in Arnhem.
The Irishmen who served at
.Arnhem made a significant contribu-
tion to the battle at all levels and
many were decorated for bravery,
including some posthumous
awards. Flight Lieutenant David
Lord from County Cork, of 271
Squadron RAF, was awarded the
VC for his actions while dropping
supplies to the beleaguered troops
in Arnhem. While flying through
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A Jump to Remember
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o, i In this feature Cpl Stewart Fitzell,

- B Coy, 62 Res Inf Bn, tells us about
|I|S experiences HIIBII participating
i an annual parachute jump at

_ Arnhem to commemorate the

exploits of Allied airborne troops at

| that famous battle in 1944.






